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“You Asked For It: In God We trust” 

1 Timothy 6:17-20 

“Katy, bar the door!”  The preacher has a message on money!  I understand why so many people 

have grown mistrustful of churches when it comes to money.  But you know what, just because 

some churches have abused the meaning of love we don’t stop talking about love.   

I didn’t count them personally, but I read that there are approximately 2,300 verses in the Bible 

that deal with money or possessions.  Why did Jesus give so much time to teach about money?  It 

isn’t that He needs our money.  The Bible says that He owns the cattle on a thousand hills.  As 

we look at the Word of God this morning we will see that it is not about what God needs from 

us, but rather it is about what we need from God. 

Zig Ziglar said “money isn’t everything, but it is right up there with oxygen!”  Some of us 

remember Henny Youngman who said, “I have all the money I need, if I die by 4:00 tomorrow!”   

The heart of the Deer Flat family is to be like Jesus.  And if we want to be like Jesus, we have to 

do what Jesus said to do.  That is really what it comes down to.  If we want to be like Jesus, we 

have to do what Jesus said.   

What did Jesus say about money?  As a starter Jesus said, “For where your treasure is, there will 

your heart be also”.  Once again it is a matter of the heart.  And to be like Jesus the first desire of 

our heart must be Jesus.   

We all understand in different ways that 2008 has not been a good year financially.  If you have a 

retirement savings or investments, you are aware that the stock market is down.  If you invested 

in real estate, you may find that you owe as much if not more than what you might have paid for 

it.  Or maybe you refinanced your mortgage with some creative financing to get some extra cash.  

Maybe you can’t sell your home for what you owe.  It is getting harder and harder to make the 

monthly mortgage.  Groceries cost more than ever.  And when we gas up we are stunned to see 

how much it costs to fill up the tank.  For some this is a financial inconvenience.   For others, to 

pay the extra costs for food and fuel means that they have had to cut back in other parts of their 
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lives.  Folks aren’t going out to dinner as often.  Vacations have been greatly simplified this 

summer.  Families are scaling back on grocery purchases and trying to get by with less. 

Let’s take a few minutes to reflect on our personal and family finances.  As you reflect on your 

finances over the last year, would you say in general that you are better off today than you were a 

year ago?  Would you say that your financial life is getting better?  Do you have less debt now 

than you had a year ago?  Are you putting more aside into savings?  Are you putting more aside 

for retirement?  Maybe you’re not able to pay off the school loans as quickly as you had hoped.  

You filled out an application for yet another credit card.  Maybe you haven’t been able to add to 

your savings; as a matter of fact your savings are almost gone.  Maybe you’ve had to dip into 

your savings just to get by from week to week. 

What if Jesus had something to say that would help us with our finances for such a time as this?  

In John 10:10 Jesus said, “I have come that you may have life, and have it to the full”.  Now I 

don’t believe in what others call a “prosperity theology” that says we give more to get more from 

God.  Frankly I think that is absurdly self-centered.  We don’t give generously to manipulate 

God to give us more.  We give generously because that is what God has done for us.  We can 

never out give God as we consider all that He has given to us. 

No, I don’t think the Bible teaches a prosperity theology.  So let’s see if we can find out what 

Jesus meant in John 10:10 about blessing us with life to the full.  If there are 2,300 verses in the 

Bible that refer to money and possessions, I promise you that we won’t take time to look at each 

of them this morning.  I want us to use 1 Timothy 6:17-20 as our text.  (Read.) 

In Vs 17 the Apostle Paul wants to send a message to “those who are rich”.  Time out.  Who is 

rich?  How much money do you need to be rich?  I have seen children with the bloated stomachs 

and red patches in their hair indicating that they were malnourished and even starving to death.  I 

have seen mothers who were so desperate to feed their children that they came to our orphanage 

and begged us to take their children so they would not die of hunger.  I have been in back 

country villages of third world countries where children are not given a name until their fifth 

birthday because more than half of their children don’t survive to the age of five. 
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Who is rich?  Well … to most in our world today we are.  After church we are going to sit down 

and have lunch.  This morning we were able to take a shower and put on clean “Sunday go to 

meeting” clothes.  Tonight we will have a place to sleep.  Almost all of us have a house or an 

apartment to call home.  In the eyes of many in our world, we are rich.  You may not feel rich, or 

as rich as you would like to be, but I guarantee you that there are millions in our world who 

would gladly trade places with you. 

So, if we are rich … how should that make us feel?  In one word – grateful!  All that we have 

comes from the hand of God.  We may think we earn our paycheck but it is God that blesses us 

with life and health and strength to do what we do that someone would offer us a paycheck for 

our services. 

Some mistakenly interpret the Bible to say that money is the root of all evil.  What the Bible 

actually says in Vs 10 of our chapter is that “The love of money is the root of all kinds of evil”.  

Being a rich isn’t a sin.  Working hard is not a sin.  John Wesley said two centuries ago that 

Christians should “earn all they can to save all they can to give all they can”.   

Let’s look at the rest of Vs 17, “Command those who are rich in this present world not to be 

arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who 

richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment.” 

If God is blessing you financially, don’t be arrogant.  It is God’s blessing on your life.  If God 

gives blessing God can also take blessing away.  Another face of arrogance is to begin to put our 

hope in money – the size of my paycheck or checking account or savings account or possessions 

that I am accumulating.  No, the Word of God calls us to not be arrogant and instead to keep our 

hope in God. 

Our money has the phrase, “In God We Trust”.  I am so impressed that our forefathers had the 

wisdom to place this inscription on our currency.  What an awesome reminder that even when 

my pocket is full of money my trust is not in the money in my hand, but in the God who holds 

my hand. 

There is one more phrase in Vs 17 that I believe is significant for us this morning … “who (God) 

richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment”.  If God is blessing you, you should not 
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feel pride nor should you feel guilt.  Blessing is a gift from the Lord.  There is nothing wrong 

with enjoying life.  But remember again the words of Wesley, “Earn all you can to save all you 

can to give all you can”.   

In Acts 20:35 the Bible tells us that Jesus said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive”.  In 

Matthew 6:19-21 Jesus told us to make sure we are storing up treasures in heaven.  It is as if we 

have multiple accounts.  We have our temporary checking and savings accounts here on earth.  

But the truth is that when we die we lose it all.  Two men were standing at the gravesite of a very 

wealthy friend who had just passed away.  As they looked at the casket one friend broke the 

silence and said to the other, “How much did he leave behind?”  The other friend simply said, 

“All of it”. 

Jesus said that we have another account.  This account is not temporary.  It doesn’t rust with time 

and can’t be stolen because it is stored up for us in heaven.  And Jesus said that He will know 

where our heart truly is by looking at our accounts.  If we are more concerned about building our 

earthly and temporary accounts then He knows that our heart is here and not with Him.  But if 

we continue to store up treasures in heaven then He knows that our heart is truly committed to be 

like Jesus. 

With this as our context I want us to consider three biblical truths: 

- God owns it all 

- God entrusts me with some 

- God blesses me and others when I am faithful with what I have 

 

Let’s look at the first one: “God owns it all”.  This is where it all begins – God owns everything.  

In Psalms 24:1 the Bible says “The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it”.  In Deuteronomy 

10:14 we read “To the Lord your God belong the heavens, the earth and everything in it”.  I 

understand that this goes against the American dream to get as much as we can and to call it 

ours.     
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To be like Jesus I must come to the point where I no longer talk about what is “mine”.  

Everything I have is a gift from God.  God is the true owner of everything entrusted to me.  

When some hear this they tend to ignore God saying, “God, you have no right to interfere in my 

financial life”.  Others treat God as a financial counselor when they get in trouble saying, “Well, 

if I begin to give God a tenth then He will bail me out of the mess that I am in”.  And then those 

who want to be like Jesus respond altogether differently.  They come to God with the 

understanding that He owns everything.  I want to be like Jesus and a part of that is recognizing 

that everything I am and have belongs to Jesus.  

 

The second financial truth is this: God entrusts me with some.  This is where we get the biblical 

principle of stewardship.  God owns it and I take care of it on His behalf.  The steward doesn’t 

own it, but takes responsibility to care for what belongs to another.  To be good stewards we 

need to understand what God has entrusted to us. 

 

First, there are what we could call hard assets that God entrusts to us.  This all of your stuff – 

your land, your house, your toys, all of your material possessions.  It is as if the Lord says, 

“Look, all of this is Mine but I am entrusting it to you.  Consider it a loan.  But when you die 

(God says) it all comes back to me.”  While we live and care for what God has entrusted to us, 

we are His stewards.  God wants us to practice good stewardship as we care for what belongs to 

Him.   

 

But there are also soft assets that God entrusts to us.  This would include our very life and health 

and strength.  Our passion and talents and abilities and spiritual gifts are a part of the soft assets 

that God entrusts to us.  God gives them to us and then steps back to see how we use them.  Will 

we use them simply for ourselves?  Will we use them to give glory to God, to serve others and 

help them be like Jesus? 

 

Amazingly God gives us a sense of freedom to determine how we will use what He has entrusted 

to us.  God will allow us to squander all He has provided for us.  Our choices can lead us into a 

life of debt or even into poverty.   
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A biblical choice that we can make that honors God is to obey his Word in Malachi 3 where God 

calls us to give Him a tenth of all that we have.  Let me read Malachi 3:10. “Bring the whole 

tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house.  Test Me in this, says the Lord 

Almighty, and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much 

blessing that you will not have room enough for it”. 

 

Quickly, I invite you to notice that God’s instruction was to bring the “whole tithe”.  God is 

using redundancy as a teaching tool.  A tithe by definition means ten percent.  So what God is 

emphasizing is that we are to bring the whole ten percent to Him.  Then I invite you to notice 

that God instructs us to bring our tithe to the storehouse.  In the Old Testament the storehouse 

was the temple.  The priests were instructed with the responsibility of using these funds for the 

good of the community. 

 

The closest parallel in our day to the temple is the church.  To fulfill this teaching we are called 

to bring our whole tithe of ten percent to the church so that there may be spiritual food in God’s 

house.  With these funds we focus on the heart of Deer Flat – funding ministries to help us be 

like Jesus and help others be like Jesus.  We celebrate this every week as we are able to light the 

candles symbolizing that someone has either committed or recommitted their life to Jesus in the 

past week. 

 

Ellen and I give a tenth of my gross salary back to Deer Flat as our tithe.  We then have other 

ministries that we support above and beyond this tithe of ten percent.  Over the course of the past 

few years we have on average given twenty percent of our income through our tithes and 

offerings to the Lord in various ministries. Some years we have been able to give quite a bit 

more than that. 

 

Did you notice that God invites us to test Him in this?  God says give me the ten percent and I 

will stretch the other ninety percent to meet your needs.  Look at the language that God uses: “… 

See if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will 
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not have room enough for it”.  It is like a farmer that imagines his best harvest and builds barns 

and storage accordingly.  But when the harvest comes there still isn’t enough room.   

 

I understand that for some of us to be able to give God’s ten percent back to Him we need to get 

our financial house in order.  Ellen and I personally understand this.  About 20 years ago I 

allowed our family to accumulate almost $20,000 in credit card debt.  I could barely pay the 

required minimums and the bank was eating our lunch month after month.  Ellen and I changed 

our spending habits and began to learn and practice biblical principles of financial management.  

It was costly in many ways, but we eventually paid off all of our credit card debt and we vowed 

to one another and to the Lord that we would not spend on credit what we could not afford to pay 

off at the end of each month.  God has honored our obedience.  This obedience to biblical 

principles of financial stewardship has changed our lives for the better. 

 

Toni Kelly has agreed to come up front with me to share a bit of her family story.  Toni, thanks 

to you and Todd for your willingness to let us in on how God has helped your family in this 

journey. 

- Can you describe your joy at being able to give for the Kingdom of God? 

  

- When and how did this start in your life? 

  

- What was the most difficult thing about becoming faithful in your giving? 

  

- What words of encouragement would you offer to other families that are considering 

whether they can trust God with their finances? 

  

- Anything else on your heart? 

  

Would you join me in thanking Toni?  By the way, if you would like some help learning how to 

get your financial house in order, just take your communication card and write “help - $” and we 

will get back to you.  Toni Kelly and Rick Day, our trusted Executive Administrator here at Deer 

Flat are available to help you get started in getting control of your finances. 
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The third and final biblical truth for this morning is that God blesses me and others when I am 

faithful with what I have.  When we are obedient and honor God with our finances, He not only 

blesses us but He blesses others as well.   

 

Look with me at what Jesus said in Luke 6:38 “Give, and it will be given to you.  A good 

measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over will be poured into your lap”.  This 

isn’t prosperity theology.  This isn’t giving more to get more.  This is the promise of a generous 

God.   

 

We began in 1 Timothy 6.  Vs 20 of this chapter says that God has chosen to entrust some of 

what belongs to Him into our care.  If God entrusts us with “some” how do we get God to entrust 

us with “some” more?  How do we get more from God?  God often blesses us with more when 

we show Him that we can be trusted with what He has already given to us.  When we are 

obedient with our finances and honor God with what he has entrusted to us, He often begins to 

bless us with even more. 

 

Anonymous testimony from a Deer Flat family … 

ñAs we became more and more dedicated to our tithe, we found our business beginning to grow 

and to prosper.  Now we were able to tithe more and give more to other needs in and around 

Deer Flat as they came along.  I canôt explain the excitement of being able to give larger and 

larger checks to the church.  Itôs overwhelming the blessings that come with giving! 

This past winter we were blessed with the opportunity to give a large gift over and above our 

regular monthly tithe.  We sat down with our family one evening and asked everyoneôs opinion 

on what would be the best way for us to help others with this blessing.  We decided unanimously 

(and very enthusiastically) to help with the wells in Africa.  It was a spectacular moment in my 

family.  We were all blessed from this experience.  It was an excellent teaching opportunity for 

our children on giving.  And to be honest, it was just a great feeling for all of us.  We love to give 

and keep it as secret, it is part of the ñfun of the blessingò.  We believe God smiled.  We were 

also able to help Camp Cascade with some unfinished and some new projects.  I know camp is a 

wonderful opportunity to build believers and bring children and young adults to Christ.  Each 

blessing builds more blessings, helps us be like Jesus and helps others be like Jesus.   

Itôs extremely hard to give when you may not know how you are going to pay your next bill, 

particularly when you start tithing.  But I can tell you, God does amazing things when you follow 
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his will.  Once you start faithfully tithing, it seems to be a blessing with each check.  Not only in 

your heart, but in your pocketbook as well.  I submit, the first tithe is hard but the feeling you 

receive is addicting.  The value you receive is much higher than the value of the check you 

write.ò   

 

We need to discover the resources that God is providing to help us fulfill the heart of the Deer 

Flat family – to be like Jesus and help others be like Jesus.  We need to discover the resources 

that God will provide for ministry to children and youth and seniors and Latinos and families and 

couples and singles.  We need to discover the resources that God has provided for ministries 

such as celebrate recovery – a ministry that is so desperately needed across our Treasure Valley. 

 

But just as we need to discover this for the Deer Flat family, each of us need to discover the 

blessings that God will provide when we are obedient and honor Him with what He has entrusted 

to us.  Go ahead, test Him in this.  Watch what God does to honor your generous and obedient 

heart.   

 

I want to close with four action steps for each of us to consider: 

1. Commit all you own and all you have to God.  Let’s agree to no longer say that it is mine. 

Let’s instead say “His”.  It all belongs to Him. 

2. If you are not yet giving a tenth of what you have to God, I invite you to step up to His 

promise and begin now.  For the next thirty days, test God in this by giving Him the full 

ten percent and see if He doesn’t fulfill His promises to you. 

3. If you are already giving God His ten percent, I invite you to keep your heart open to 

other ministries that God may want you to support above and beyond your tithe.  Perhaps 

it will  be Clear Blue or our Missions Projects in Haiti or Mexico.  Perhaps it will be for 

missions here in the Treasure Valley through Love Inc or even our daughter church in 

Nampa called Every Day Truth.  Bring God your tithe and offerings and see how He 

blesses this generosity. 

4. Ellen and I also understand that it takes some time to get our financial house in order.  If 

you find yourself in a deep hole looking up at piles of debt and bad habits, please take 

your communication card and write “help $”.  Toni Kelly and Rick Day would be very 
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happy to meet with you to help you get started in turning things around.  They will both 

treat you with dignity and respect your confidentiality. 

 

Our drama for this morning offered the example of two men – Jack and David.  Jack is trying so 

hard to be in control that he has lost control.  David knows he doesn’t yet have enough to make 

his payment to the bank and wishes for an early harvest.  But in the end David decides to trust 

God and be obedient with his giving. 

God wants to bless each of us.  But He waits for our obedience.  The Bible says that He is ready 

to open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that we won’t have enough room 

for all of it.  God invites us to test Him in this.  Go ahead, I dare you.  For the next thirty days, 

give obediently and watch God fulfill His promises. 

Let’s pray. 

 


